DOCUMENT RESUME 



V 



ED 257 133 

AUTHOR 
TITLE 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 



1 . 

PUB TiagE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



CS 209 009 



Buddenbaum, Judith M/^ . 

V7hat Is Religion N^vfi? An Analysis of Stories by 
Religion Writers at Three Newspapers. 
Aug 85 . 

''28p. ; Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Education in Journalism ^nd Mass 
Communication (6Bth, Memphis; TN, August 3~5i 
1985). 

Re'ports ^ Research/Technical (143) — 
Speeches/Conference Papers (150) 

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

. Comparative' An^alysis; Content Analysis; *Media 
Research; ^Newspapers; Nbws Reporting; *Religion;<- 
Trend Analysis 

Audi.ence Awareness; Editor i^l Policy; ^Religion 
News 



ABSTRACT 



coverage m 
was tested, 



A- study was conducted to analyze religion news 
three metropolitan newspapers. While no ■ former hypothesis 
it was thought that coverage would reflect the general 
news policy at each particular paper to the extent that the religiou^ 
beat has lost its stigma as a second-class beat. Twenty-eight ^ 
religious stories from'the "New Vork Times," 141 from the .Minneapolis 
"St-ar," and 165 from the Richmond "Times-Dispatch" appearing ih 
issues from June through Augujsrt 1981, were content-analyzed^ When all 
the stories had been code^d, a list of stories from each njewspaper was 
prcipared. From those listl^, a random sample of 26 stories was 
selected and each was recoded. Each of the three newspapers followed 
a distinctive news style in,tended to attract and meet the needs of 
its particular audience. The analysis of results indicated that 
religious news was not treated significantly different from other 
kinds of news during the study period, and that religious stories 
seemed to match their respective papers' general news format. The v . 
study found that" there were similarities in the religion news 
coverage of these thr^e papetvSi consistent with previous' .studies 
suggesting that' religious stories are longer, broader in scope, and 
more issue-oriented than they once were:^ The data also suggest that 
both differences among papers and amdng previous researcl]\ findings 
are more likely explained by the news philosophy of a V^rticular 
paper and its.^structural constraints than- by any preconceived - 
as^iunptijons about the nature of religious news. (HTH^ 
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* What Is Religion News? 
An Analysis of Stories by Religion Writers at Three Newspapers 

Despite th'e faot that rpllglon news has been a staple of 

/ * 

c * 

American Journalism at least since the Penny Press erai^^ religion 

has traditionally been . considered a secop^-class beat by Journal- 

Ists* But that may be chan'^glng as a result of the growth of the 

electronic church and of recent political campaigns which < focused' 

^attentlo/i on the religious dimension of political lssues.2 

' In spite of a growing awareness of the Importance of religion - 

^'as a force In America^) ^llf e^ , 11 ttle attention has been devoted 

• * • • * - 

to how newspapers cover religion* news. 3 Most scholarly studies 

i.n the area havS consisted of case studies of news coverage of 

a single religious* Issue or event, ^ or have be^en based on Inter- 

views with particular religion J ourrtalis ts . 5. 

^ •■ 

Thes^ studies indicate that in the 1950s and 'the early 60s,- 
religion writers were most attracted to stories with a local an^le. 
TWeV emphasized the news. values of. proximity, novelty, human 

r 

Interest, d.isaster. and conflict, but most news stories were brief 
accounts of local events. The religion writers and. editors cJAd' 
not look closely at religion or religious organizations or^at the 
meaning of events and situations. Breed, for example, found that \ 
the media usually, protected religious organizations b> not mention- 
^.ng low attendance at church services, skepticism among church - 
Members, upper-class resentmen't of lower cla'^ss membership, rivalries 
between churches, or reductions in giving to charitable causes. 6 

■y 



But by the 1970s, itudies suggest, religion writers and Bdi- ' 
tors seemed to prefer in-depth stories over simple accounts of 
local events. *In a survey of presi'dents aind pasTt-presldenl^s of » 
Religious Newswriters Association, Brenner, found' that Aost r,eligion 
writers saw their primary role as that t>f infarming rea'cfers and 
interpreting and explaining to them ''^'what is happening^irt. the. 
wor ld .of religion" .through Y'in-clepth rep orting'l . . c entjered on 
issues.." Most also endorsed isujplj roles ..as '^'forecasting' future 
trends in the church and criticizing the church." Although these 

4 J 

writers and editors -did endorse "te^aching basic be'liefs" abojat : 



religion, they specifically . rejected such roleS as' promo ti/ig 

^ \ , ^ • * * 

organized, religion and providing, rnspira^ional- 3 t6r ies for readers.? 

Similarly, a study by"^ Ho'^f meyer based on ar^ -analysis of rei- 
igion news, stories in the Dallas Morning 'News and on interviews; 
wit^bits religion editor, Helen^Parmly , and. with As^ocia'ted Press ^ 
religion^writer Georges Cornell suggests thatr over a" ^5 -year- period . 
religion stories have 'become longer, fewer in number, more in-depth 
and of a more general nature.^ A^t__^e^t in the Morning News , by 
the early 1970s religion news no longerXconsis ted primdrily of* V 
simple reports of meetings and denomi-^ia^ional activities. 8 *^ 
• Although Hoffmeyer's s.tudy was rather unsystematic, more 
recent investigations by Mattingly9 and "by Hart, Turner ^and KnuppIO 

• » 

generally support his contention that religion news h^s moved 
away, from simple accounts of local events*. 



^ ^ On the basis *of interviews with r^ligioo writers, Mattingly . 
recently reported that • religion writers and editors for the wire 

services and for the nation * s best newspapers^are most Interested 

* * 
in stories that Well beyond surface reporting of e.vents to 

cover i'^eas and trends within religions that affect th^ society 



4 



as a ^hpld. Religion editorbi he^fQundi do nbt try ,to shy at^ay 

from issues or cover up conflict^ 'in. fact, they "love a scandal 
• . • ' , ■ « 

as inuch', as anyone else." Still, they per petually -^sedk balance 



sj^^that -^their coverage will not be perc;eived as( either pro- or 
*y . i ^ \. - • ■ 

anti-religion. . " " ' . J ^. 

But both studies based on' interviews with journalists "and 
the more-r>cent content analyses of re^ligion news, raise the ques- 
tion of promise vs. performance. Although" Hart , Turner and Khupp 

, , , ■ ' t. 

looked only at the religion news in Time magazine, -their stud^ 
suggests religion wr i ters ^i!6ly theologians and church leaders 
from mainstream Judeo-Chr istian groups for their Saving ^ 

heaviest coverage to the grd^ps with the. largest membership among 

f / 

the publication's primary audience. Furthermore, while Time maga- 
zine's a*ccqunts* of convict within churches increaa'fed steadily"^ 
from 1947 through 1976, reports of conflict between churches peaked 
around I96O and reports of conflict between re-ligion and society 
actually decreased steadily during the post«(Jar era* 12 ^ v 

Taken together, these studies suggest that religion writers 

\ 

and editors want to cover religion like any other beat and, more 
and/ more, their superiors are allowing *hem to do so. But because 



most of the available research is based on interviews with religion 

^ .. V * ■ • 

journalists or on a rather limJLt^d case stu/ly of their toork, the 

availabl'fe studies provide little iijsight into the aoJtual 'state 

I 4 ' 

of r^eligion /lews reporting ^Thus it"" is diffioultj, if not impos-_^* 

1. at any particular 
^ have changed, over,, time • 
fheref ire, in order to provide a baseline to which i^ast 4nd 



future reli 

V 

all religion 



on news coverage can ^be compare^d, ^his atu'dy analyzed 
« 

ndws stories produced by/"the religj-on 'journalists. 



at the. New Ydt'k Time s. Mi,nneapolis Star , and Riohnjond Times - ' ^ 

- Dispatch dur .ng June, July and .August 198 1 ia ordeV to prqVidI ^ 

, J • ' , - ' 

data on (a) the number, lengtji and display of^relijgi'on^news stories 



(b) the geographic focus of the stories, (c) the religions covered 
in the stories, (d) .the neWs valuer emphasized, and • 
(e) the general, nature of the stordes' content, ^ 

Because the primary purpose of this investigation was to 

•" * ' ' ' 

provide descriptive data on re>ligion news coverage, no forlnal 

hypotheses were tested*/ However, to the^ extent the relig^ion beat 
has lost its stigma as a second-c^lass beat, the coverage of reli- 
^ion. should reflect the general news policy at a particular news- 
paper. Pur tharmore , ^f the^^ierviews with religion specialists 
provide an accurate des^cripjbion of ra,*ligion news coverage, the 
data should- reveal (a) fewer very short stories than stories of 
average or longer length, /(b) aomfi major stories displayed in , 

y * ■ ■ ^ ' \ ' ^ 

the regular news coJLumns even.^ at those nev;spapers that retain 



a specj,al* religion page, (c) i^ewer purely local stories^than stories 

* ■ • t 

with a, broader focus, (d) fewer stor les emphasizinlg "soft news** 

values than emphasizing such \^alues as c,hange| conflict and' dls- ' 

^ ^ . ; . ^ ^ . S 

aster, and (e) fev#er stor les * emphasizing simple one->tlme events \ 

•than emi^haslzlng more lasting concerns such a^ issues 

or long-term proj ec ts However . because most newspapers cater 

• '• .1 ■ . ■ • 

tQ a ^ocal community and its concerns- and ^most newspaper reporters 
are de,pendent on. local sources, the coverage of •part ic'ular r^ll- 
glons will* most likely reflec.t>4he sti^ength of particular religions, 
within a newspaper's circulationl area. 

Methodology 



, Seleotion ^ocf the Newspapers : The New York Times , Mirineap'olis 
Star , and Richmond ' Time.s^D is patch were selected for content analy- 
sis because each of these papers employees respected religion . 
journa.lists ahd ' is . f requen t ly cited by members, of Religious t>eW«-- 
writers Assooiatiori as being amojig the'best papers for religion 
journalism.. However, they als'o have different news policies, 

structural don^s traints , and are. located in.differe ^ cultural 

■■ ■ ' • 

milieus .and address quite different audiences* ^3 Therefore, an 

analysis of the religion news i^.these papers should provide cur- 

rent data on th^ "best" religion news coverage. At th6^ same time, 

• • • • 

data obtained from these papers can be expected to shed light 

* 

on factors tl^at' affect the nature of religion news coverage in 
daily newspapers* ' ^ . ' . . , 



AlihoU'gh th^ New York* Times has no religion page, it is 3n- 
erally oonsiddred the '^r^-eminent American newspaper and is 
of two general circulation daily papers with' two full-time wrio^rs 

r • . • 

assigned'- to cover religion news. While othe^ daily newspapers 
are published in New York. City nohe really has the resources 
to compete,/ with the Times * The population of New York Ci€y Is 
preqloml han t ly Roman Catholld and Jewish, but at ^least 30 denomlna-r 
tlonfl and many o.ther^ religious organl^zatlons Including the National 
Counoil of Churches have . headquarters in the area. 

In sharp contrast tpo.the posit'lon and resources eh^oyed by 
the- TlmeS t during the summer, of .1981 the Minneapolis jStar was ^ 

.strugg'ling to survive? in the face of stiff competition from its../ 

■ ■ » ■ ■ ' ■ 

sister publication, the Tribune, and from the' Pioneer-Dispatch 
iij neighboring St. Paul. Vhile the New ^ork Times .provided both 
a local Vnd- natlonaXaudienc6 with in-depth news of 'more than 
transitory, local importinde, jihe Minneapolis Star featured both 
"news briefs" and longer news features for a primarily local audi- 
ence. Minneapolis is the ^headquarters of the American Lutheran 

V • v.. . • • • 

Church; approximately half the population In the Minneapolis area 

• ' • ' ^ ' • V ■ . / 

holds membership in a Lutheran church. * 

* 

The Richmond Times-Dispat c>i billed itself §s the "state news- 
paper of Virginia." Although the smallest "of th'e three' n^spapers 

♦ 

In both circulation and news hole, a relative absence' of local 
competition oombined with its location in the state capitol and ^ 
its easy access to Waishington, D.C., has allowed the Times-Dispatch 



* • . 7 

/ - 
to develop, as a regional vers;^oh of the .Hew York Times . While 

/ • - * ' 

no denomination has headquarters' In Rl 6haond ,.. the olty Is located 
*qulte close to Lynohburg, Va., the headquarter;^ for Jerry Falwe 11' s- 
religious enterprises including Liberty Baptist College and the 
Moral Majority, Inc.'vThe predominant religion in Richmond and 
' in Virginia is Baptist* ^ ^ / ' * » 

Conten t Analysis' : All issues of the ihree newspapex^s^-f r ofli 
JunO; 1' througFf August 31 9 1981, were scanned and a\X stories 
appearing on the^ religion pages af the Star and Times#>Dlspatch 
: ' dr carrying the byline *of the religion specialists, at the three 
newspapers .were selected. This procedure produced 28 religion 
news stories from thN^e "New Yor Times , \k 1 ' from the Minneapolis 

Star, and 165 from the Richmo^nd Times«'Dispatch . 

*' * » 

'^These religion news - stories were examined using a content 

analy sis'" soheme based on the one developq^d for the lAMCR study 
* • • • 

^ of wire service news.l'* but some sections were revised to reflect 

y ' . : ■ ■ 

. more adequately 'the ri!^,ther specialized nature of .religion news. 
'Additional measures of news 'values drawn from the list developed 
by Eberharri^S were also included, 

A T^umber . of, reliability checj^s'were built into the content 
analysis procedure* The'stories* from each newspaper were coded 
at the same tiipe to maximize consistency within each group, but. 
^ the stories themselves were numbered and then shuffled. so they 
were n.ot-'coded in chronological order in order to minimize any 
sysliematic error in following coding procedur»3s. 
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When a 12^ the stordes had be,en coded, a list of stories from 
each newspaper was prepared... From those lists, a rahdom sample 
of 26 stories was selected. These atonies were receded by <the 
author and also by an outside code r .^xperleh^ed In content apalysls 
and familiar with re'^igion news.^ Simple agreement and Scott *'s. 
pi were calculated within 'each ' newspaper and acsoss all 'three 
newspapers for 16 variables where Judgment was required- to place 
the story ^n a particular fixed category. Both simple agreement 
and Scott's pi Indicated excellent Intra-coder reliability ( .8; 
'and good li^ter-coder reliabllty ( .7) on all Items Included in 
this study. 16 

; Findings ' 

Each 6f the three newspapers selected for analysis has devel- 
oped a distinctive news style int^.'^ded to attract and meet the 
needs of its particular audience. Although detailed information 
about the total news package at each newspaper is not available, 
evidence from this study indicates religion news was jiot treated 
significantly different from other kinds of news. during the summer 
of 1981.' Instead, the religion news stories within each newspaper 
seemed to match the paper's general news format. 

Number, Length and Placement of Stories ; ^ Although it is 
consistent with the New York Times ' , expectation that its reporters 
produce in-depth stories of more than transitory, local interest, 
it was rather surprising to find that a newspaper which employs 



10 



.two full-time religion writers actual ly ^o agpifceth^r fewer religion 
np^a stories than newspapers employing only one full-time religion 



specialist. During the slimmer of 1981, each religion 'specialist 
at the Times wrote 14 stories, neaV'ly three-fourths of which were 
y between 10 and 30 column inches. (See Table 1) These 28 religioh 

> 

news stories appeared in the general ne^s columns because the' 
Times has no religion page. * r 

' . In sharp contrast to the Times . the religion writer at the 
Star prod,uced 141 stor .^s while the religion writer at the Times- 
Dispatch produce.d 165 stories. Although most of the r,el-igi<5n 

\iews stories at these papers ap^peared in* spal^e set aside spe.olfl* 
cally for /religion news, nine stories in the Star and 1.7 in the 

YTimes- Dy spatch com]?eted successfully for space in the general 
news columns. . ; 

Because of a format which required the religion writers to 



produce weekly religion news round-ups,' both the Star and Tlme^ 
Dispatch had a higher -Droportlon of very shor^C religion news^stories 
than did the Times . However, ^in this case\he proportions are 
somewhat misleading. Religion writers on both papers act*ually 
produced more moderate and long religion news s t or ies ^ during the 
Summer of 19G1 than did their coXin terparts at ^he Tlew.York Times . 
However, it should be noted that at the Times-Dispatch where the 
format required both a weekly local "bulletin board"" column and 
a weekly round-up of national. and international religion news, 
only about one-third of the stories were shorter than^lO column 
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. .10 ' 

inches. >At the same tlme'^, almost three^fou)r*thd of the religion 
news storle^-'in the Star , with only the local "bulletin board*' 
round-up, were shorter than 10 column inches. (See Table 1) 

Geogx^aphid Foous : Consisten t - wi th the '*3e;Lf-rei)or ts by reli- 
glon joxirnaliats' contained in other studiei^i this study found 
religion news is no longer oonfirijer^ to^ purely local matters* 
Even at the Star . the most intensely local. of the -three papers 
analyzed, only about half t^e stories were concerned primarily 
with local events', issues and people. Both the times and the 
Times -pis patch devoted a Jiigher proportion of re|llglon news stories 
.to 'national news than t^ local and regional news. (See Table ' 

2) ^ . ' /. . . " • ' . . r 

u 

Although the Times carried the highest proportion pf purely- 
foreign religion news items, both th^ Star and Times-Dispatch 
actually contained more' foreign news stories than did the Times. 
In fact, because of its weekly round-up column format, the Times- 
Dispatch carried three times as many foreign stories as did the 
Timga , (See Table" 2) At each of the newspapers, Eurooean nations 
were mentioned most f requen t ly , .but each paper also had some reli- 
gion news from Africa, Latin America and Asia. 
« * 

.- Religious Focus : Although, religion news no longer seems 

to be synonymous with local news, this study found it still means 

primarily news of Christians and Christian organizations and 
r 

particularly new.b from the Protestant churches. Although each 

of the papers carried some news about Catholics and Jews, more 

o ■ 
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than half the atorl^s In each paper was about Protestants. (See 
Table 3) . ' 

' When the stories vere analyzed sccordlng to the particular 
denominations covered, thS)se groups with ,the largest membership 
in a particular area were found to receive the most attention. 
The religion writer at the Star devoted .almost half his stories 

.(58) to news of Lutherans, while the writer at the Times-Dispatgh 
concentrated on Baptist news (32 sf^ories). 

At, the> New York Times th.e pattern was less clear because 
the religion writers wrote far few6r stories than did the special- 
ists- at the other two papers. Roman Catholics '^nd Jews are the 
largest religious L^oups in New YorK City; Ro • Catholicism was 
the tradition covoret most frequently by the i-eligion writers 
at the Times > Althcagh Judaism was covered less frequently than 
this explanation suggests It should have been, this may be due 
to the way news is covered at the Times > Other writers, covering 
their own beats, pr educed numerous "Jewish stories" that were 

^ot included in this analysis. 17 Because all religion stories 
appeared in the general news columns, few readers would have noticed 
which writer s' GO vered , or did not cover, a particular tradition. 
This may have reduced the religion writers' perceived need to 
mention Judaism during this^period. 

A 1 though i t is no tew or thy that each re ligion writer seems 
to have given most attention' to the religious tradition that is 
strongest in his newspaper's publication area, an analysis of 



.12 
the stories also suggested that those groups which were somehow 

t 

l^f^aklng n^ews" received the^most attention. 
^ During the summer of 1981, religion specialists at the three 
papers covered national conventlona) of at least .five different 
Protestant denominations, . but more than a jingle story was afforded 
only to those ^conventions where the' news generated by actl-vltles 
involved power struggles with the potential for affecting large 
.groups of readers Ihcludlng those not affiliated with the par- 
/ tlcular denomination holding the convention. As a result, at 

each of the three newspapers, Baptists and Lutherans received 
* more news coverage outside the local "bull^etln board" columns 
than any other Protestant denominations. 

News Values p.nd'story Content ; As was suggested by the anaiy- 
sis of denominational coverage in each of the three newspapers, 
the data on news values in religion news stories suggest .that 
the self-reports of religion Journalists are correct. Although 

♦ 

the local "bulletin board" columns in both the Star and - Times- 
Dispatch caused each of these papers to carry a significant number 

« 

of stories that were merely routine announcements or coverage 
of local events, each of the three newspapers o^arried a smaller 
proportion of stories with softer news values than with those 
V,'- associated with hard news. At each of the three papers, there 
%■ was a higher proportion of stories emphasizing change or conflict 
than cooperation or^human Interest. At no paper were there many 
stories emphasizing violence or mere novelty. (See Table 
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Consistent with the phlloso^phies of thie' organizations for 
which they work, the i^eligion writers at both the Star and Times- 
Dispatch wrote a relatively high pro4)ortion of stories, that^ focused 

events within the religious community , /while . the majority of 
stories by the Times .religion , writers downplayed events in order 
to focus on issues arising from meetings and programs. Neverthe- 
less, the Times -Dispatch writer prcluced nearly as many issue- • 
oriented stories as even t->orien ted ones. He also produced, on 
the average, one story each week analyzing social trends affecting 

affected by religion. In sharp contrast, the ■ Star writer con- 
centra^ed on human interest feature storieswhich paralleled the 

V. 

• * 

paper*^ 4l^s«-feature philosophy. (See Table 5) 

Although interviews with religion Journalists indicate they 
approve of stories designed to teach about religious beliefs, 
this study found religion writers actually produce very few such 
stories. Religious beliefs and practices seemed to be covered 
only when they were the subject- of conflict as they were during 
the summer of 1981 at the national -meetings of the Southern Baptist 
Convention arvj the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. But even on 
those occasions news coverage was more likely to focus on the 
conflict itself than on the nature of the beliefs or practices 
that gave rise to the conflict. (See Table 5) ' 
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Conclusion 

This studj^ found there were similarities in the religioh 
news coverage in the New York Times , Minneapolis Star . and Richmond 
. Times-Dispatch during the summer of 1981 / These similarities 
were, in general, consistent with the findings^ of previous \studi«s 
of religion, nc^ws .which suggest'" tha^t religion news sto^ies^are 
longer,, broaden in scope and more is&ue-or ien ted than they once 

« 

"were. Furthermore, \the data suggest that both the differences - 
among the papers and any major differences from the .findings of 

^previous research are more likely explained by the news philosophy 
of a particular newspaper and the structural constraints under 
which it operates than by any preconceived assumptions about the 
nature of religion news. 

The'New York Times . which had no religion news page, and, 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch > which set aside both a page- for local 
religion news and space for a national and international religion 
roun^''^up column each week, carried more stories longer than 10' 
column inches than very short items and provided a higher propor- 
tion of news with a national or in ter lat ional focus than with 
a purely local angle. "Both news organizations rexjuired in-de^th 

•coverage of news of more than t ransi t o^^y , local ' in teres t . / 

The Minneapolis Star , which also fiad a locally-oriented reli- 
gion page each week, attempted to reach a local audience with 
locally? oriented news-features. Perhaps because of the twin con- 
stralnts of few nev^agather ing resources and intense local competi- 
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tion, pijne Star oarrl&d many more short looal and regional news 
stories than did the other two newspapers. ' ' 

Becausre of the format of their religion pages, both the 
Minneapolis Star and the Rich-mond Tmes -Dispa^tch oarried a higher 

\ 

proportion of even^-orlented stories, many of which were simple 
annojunoemen ts or accounts of local 'meetings or programs, than 

It 

did the Times. However, at each of the papers there were at least 
as many stories emphasizing the news values of change and conflr-ct 
as there were emphasizing the softer news values. Only the Star 
provld^ed^Vqre "^feature-oriented stories than Issue-orl en ted ones. 
•> Neither news philosophy nor foripat seemei to have a strong 
influence on which religious traditions were covered most heavily. 
The coverage at each paper seemed to reflect both the strength 
gf particular Christian traditions in each newspaper * s* c irculation 
area and the religion writer *d Jvigments about which groups were 
'^making news" during the summer of 1981 • It is also noteworthy 
that none of thfe writers devoted even 10 percent of their stories 
to Judaism and other non-Clir istian religions^v ^ 

Although this study was not designed to<^de terml ne how ^religion 
news should be covered, some observations are possible on the 
basis of this study. Ah analysis of the religion news^ found in 
the New York Times > Minneapolis Star and the Richmond Times-Dispat 
indicates that thorough , coverage of religion news does not nec- 
essanily depend on a newspaper's resources including the size of 
its- staff. Nearly ^all the religion news stories that appeared irt 
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the New tork TTmes were 'included among t'he religion news stories 



in the Minneaf^olis Star yknd the Riohmqnd Times-Dispatch . At the 
same time, the rellgidn specialists at these two smaller newspapers 



prddyced other national oti- foreign religion news stories that did 
not appear in the T i me s They also wrote many ^loca\, and regional 
stories.no counterparts for which appeared ihithe much larger New 

f 

York T imes » - " ^ • 

• This study also suggests that newspapers interested in provid- 
ing tlhyorough coverage of religion news should noi be too eager 
to a^ndon the traditional religion page. If the religion news 
co/erage found in , these three newspapers can be considered typical 
of newspapers in general, it appears that the absence of space 
set aside for religion news may lead to a sharp decrease in the , 
number of stories report«<J. by th,e religion specialists without 
any attendant gain in the length or depth of the coverage. 

While it--is certainly tru^ that many of the articles that' 
appeared on the religion pages of the Minneapolis Star and the 
Richmond Times -Dispatch were little m'bre than bulletin toard an- 

nouncBments or routine coverage of rather minor local ovents, 

* 

it is quite possij^le that the presence of such stories provides 
•a valuable service to readers. Not only do readership studies 
indicate this kind of story'^about local events is very appealing 
to many readers of religion news, 18 but the practice of grouping 
them together gives them a value beyond the specific information 
contained in any particular story. From reading the religion 

13 



N 



v. 



.17 

pages in the Staff and. Tlaes-Dlapatoh it was ppssible to form a 
mental image of the religious climate in Minneapolis and in 
Richmbnd. However , i^t w.as quite difficult to form a similar' pic-» 
ture for New York City on* the basla^ of the. limited and scattered 
rdlTglon news stories found In th^ Times. 
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Table 1 

* • ■ . *^ 

Lengt'h of Religion News St.ories in Tbree Newspapers 



New York Minneapolis Ri chnioViid \ 

Length^ Times Star Tiae3-Di"8patdHi; 

(.n=28) (n=l4l) (n=l65) 



less than 



- 10 col. in. 


3.638 


71.6:1 


38.2* 


10-30 col. in. 


71. '4J^ 


21 .3Jt 


37.0* 

1 


31-50 col. in. 


25.0Jt 


7.1* 


13.9* 


51-99 col. in. 


M « « M 


> 

• 


9.7* 


over 99 col. in. 






1.2* 


- Total „ 


100. o:( 


100.0$ 


100.0* 



1^ 



^Calculations are based on a standard column inch of eight lines 
each with 30 ch^^racters. Headlines, illustrations and white 
space arc not inlcuded in the length of stor.ies. 
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Table 2 




• 

1 

* 


Geographic Focus of 
in Three 

.4 


nexigxon news 
Newspapers ^ 


< 

Stories ^ 

• • > 


Geographic 
Focus ^ 


New York 
Times 
' (n*26) . 


•> 


Minneapolis 
Star 
(n=lil1) 


•> 

Richmond 
Times-Dispatch . 
^nsl^) . 


Local 


7.1» • 




51 .8 


2.i*.8* 

• • 


Jleglonal 


• 




22.0% 


l8.2St 


National 


6 0\7% 




21 .3% 


46. OK 


Foreign^ 


21 .5 




5.0% 


t0.9Jt 


Total 


yiOO.OJt 




* 100. IJtb . 


' 99.9*^ . 



± 



^Only those stories that are prl^ 
the United States are included 

^Totals do not equal 100 perce 




ly about religion out.slde 
his category. 



cause of rounding, 
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- . ' * Table -3 

Religious Foous of ^Religion News Stories . In Three Newspapers 









Richmond 
Times-Dispatch 
^ (nsl65) 


Religion 


N}?w York 
'"Times 
<na28) 


Minneapolis 
Star 
(nsliil) 


-< 

C^atholioa 


28.63K 


16.3* 


1 7'. 0* 


Protestant 
Mainline 
Evangelical 
Holiness 
Unspec if iedb 


17.9* 
21 .i|* 

25.0* 


57.4* 
5.7* 
.7* 
15.6* 


29.1* 
23.0* 
4.2* 
22.4* 


Jewish 


J . 1 * 


3.5* 


4.2* 

♦ 


Other* 




.7 




«.Total 


' loa. 0* 


99.9*d, 





^This category includ^ ojie' story about the Eastern Orthodox 
religion which app^rj^d in the Richmond Yimes^Dispat oh ♦ 

^Thia cat/gory Includes J)Oth those stories with general ref- 
erences to Christians or Protestants and those that focus on 
activities of no ndenomi national or interdenominational 
organizations* 

^This category includes any story about a religion "or religious 
organization not associated wi th the Judeo- Chr is tJ^an t radi tion 
The only story in this category is about the International 
Socie ty for Kr Ishna Consciousness • 

^Totals do not equal 100 percent because of rounding. 
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Table 4 

News Values In Religion News Stories in Three Newspapers 



New York Minneapolis Richmond 

News Value Times Star Times-Dispat oh 

(n=28) (n=l4l) (n=l65) 



Change 


32. 116 




24. IK 


22. 4K 


Conflict 


42.911 




15.616 


37.616 


Tragedy/Viol ence 






^ 9m mm 


1.816 


Cooperation 


3.6JI 




8.516 


5.516 


Human Interest 


17.911 




10.616 


6.716 


Novelty 


3.611 




2.816 


1 .256 


Coverage^ 




f 


38.316 


24. 8K 


Total 


100. 1 1tb 




99.916^ 


100. 016 



^This category includes announcements and routine coverage of 
meetings and programs for which the probable news values are 
propinquity, impact anH/or timeliness. These news values were 
not included in the coding scheme because of the difficulty in 
making the appropriate subjective Judgment. 

^'Totals do not equal 100 percent because of rounding. 

, . . . 13 
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Table 5 ^ 

* 

Content Focus of Religion News Stories in Three Newspapers 
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Foous 


New Yprk 
Timies 
(n=28) 


Minneapolis 
Star 
(n=lMl) 


Richmond 
Times -Dispatch 
(n=l65) 


Beliefs/Practices 


^10.7!6 


.7% 


1.83( 


Events 




46.8J( 


37.0JI 


Projec tsa 


10.7^ 


7.1* 


9.131 • 


Issues 


57. U 


15.631 


33 .93t 


Features^ 


17.9JI 


. 28.^*31 


io.9;i 


1 rends 


3.6^ 




7.33t 


Total 


^OQ,o% 


100. oj; 


100. Q3( 



r 

%T^jis category includes stories about missionary^ activity, 
social ministry projects and social services oflfered by 
religious organizations on -a continuing basis. 

^Thia category includes pers*^onali ty profiles, seasonal fea- 
tures and, reviews of books, movies and live performances. 
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